
Genesis 3 

“The Fall” 

The Fall, perhaps you’ve heard the expression in popular culture.  You might 

have heard such language used to describe the coming to an end of a regime 

or empire, the career end of a politician or businessman, the decline in notice 

of an actor or actress once at the height of celebrity, or perhaps the fall of a 

successful athlete after it was discovered that they used performance 

enhancing drugs. 

In any case, the expression “the fall” does not bring pleasant things to mind.  

Children fall all the time, trying to walk, trying to ride their bikes, and the 

result is usually pain and tears.  Older people sometimes fall, and the result is 

often much worse than pain and tears; broken bones, even death. 

But in order to fall one must first be standing, or one must be situated or 

seated in a high position.  One must first be at some degree of height in order 

to fall.  The Bible describes the first and most tragic fall that mankind ever 
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has or will experience.  But to understand the horror and devastation of that 

fall, we must first know something of how high mankind was before we fell. 

The Bible says that God created man, male and female, in His own image.  

Now, all of creation displays something of God’s glory; His power, His 

goodness, His beauty, His justice, but mankind was created in such a way as 

to more directly reflect the person of God Himself.  One aspect of this was 

that when God created man He gave us dominion over all creation. 

As He was Lord of all things, so He created a being who would reflect His 

dominion, His sovereignty, on earth.  Mankind was to reign on earth under 

God, carrying out the will of the Lord with respect to the creation.  As such, 

man was created with a mind, a will, and a moral character that was good, 

reflecting God’s own mind, will, and moral character. 

Truly, mankind was exalted highly, a little lower than the angels themselves, 

above all that lives and moves on the earth.  There they were in the beginning, 

bearing the image of God’s own moral character, God’s mind, God’s will, 
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God’s strength, and God’s dominion.  Indeed, because God created mankind 

in His own image, God looked upon mankind as members of His own family, 

as sons and daughters. 

After all, when we have children, they bear our image.  They look like us, they 

act like us.  So it was with mankind in its relationship to God in the 

beginning.  And being sons and daughters of God, made in His image, meant 

as well that we were heirs of God.  Being heirs as sons and daughters meant 

that we would inherit the life and blessedness that He alone could give. 

But what they hoped to receive as heirs, the promise set before them in the 

Tree of Life, they already enjoyed insofar as they were in communion and 

fellowship with their Maker, with their heavenly Father and Creator.  And 

that, understand, was the sweetest and most exalted aspect of the existence 

and meaning of man.  We were created in and for fellowship with God 

Himself. 
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That was the height from which we fell, that was the glory that we forfeited, 

that was the inheritance we spurned, that was the bond of love and 

communion that we broke, when we fell into sin.  We turned away from it all.  

Like the prodigal son, we spurned the love of our Father by rebelling against 

Him, calling Him a liar, and desiring to remove Him from the throne as God 

and place ourselves in that seat instead. 

As we read Genesis 3 this evening and as we consider it now, I want you to 

focus in on the wedge, the divide, that the Serpent, that is, the Devil, sought 

to drive in between God and man.  He first asked what looks at first glance 

like a rather innocent question, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 

any tree in the garden?’” 

Now, God had commanded that of all of the trees which He made and gave 

to man and animals for food, they were to abstain only from one, the Tree of 

the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  It was a test.  God did not give Adam and 

Eve any reason as to why this one tree was forbidden to them.  He simply 

wanted to test them to see if they would listen to Him, if they would trust 
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Him, if they would submit to Him even if they did not understand why He 

gave the commandment. 

In other words, it was a test of love and fidelity.  Satan, the Serpent, comes in 

and asks a question that implies that God was being unreasonable.  “Did God 

actually say that you cannot eat of any tree in the garden?”  He wanted Eve to 

begin down the road of questioning God, doubting God’s goodness, 

doubting whether God had her best interests in mind. 

He wanted her to consider whether God really spoke those words to begin 

with, or, if He did, if perhaps they were unfair and arbitrary.  He wanted her 

to doubt the Word of God, to question it, to stand as a judge over it.  In 

essence, Satan wanted her to rebel against God. 

And when she answered, we can see that Satan’s subtle question had done its 

work.  The poison of doubt had entered her heart.  She replied, “We may eat 

of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
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fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, let 

you die.’” 

God never said that they could not touch the tree.  Her addition of those 

words shows that she was beginning to doubt God, beginning to wonder if 

perhaps He was too severe.  The Serpent, seeing that the poison was 

working its way already into her heart and mind, pressed his advantage.  

“”You will not surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Comfortable that she was already turning, the Serpent was emboldened to 

come right out and contradict God, to challenge Him, to call Him a liar, and 

in the process put himself in God’s place as one who was really looking out for 

the best interests of man.  Eve believed Satan, and in an act of hatred towards 

God and defiance, she ate, and Adam, even though he had not been deceived 

by the Serpent, ate as well in hatred and defiance. 
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The fall of our first parents was not merely some bad mistake that God 

should have easily pardoned.  It was an outright rejection of God, a rejection 

of His goodness, of His authority, of His truthfulness, and an embrace 

instead of Satan, his word, his promise, his authority.  In this act they rejected 

the inheritance that was theirs as image bearers of God, and chose rather to 

worship themselves as gods. 

This was their sin, Adam and Eve, our first parents.  And since that dreadful 

day, it was just as God said it would be.  Death came into the world.  We fell 

from the heights of fellowship with God, the blessed dawn of living with and 

under the Lord in the garden, the hope of eternal life in His presence.  We fell 

from the dignity that was ours when we were first created, the righteousness, 

the glory of our being His image in this world.  Sin entered the world, and 

through sin, death. 

We cut ourselves off from God that day, choosing to worship and serve the 

creature, ourselves, the Devil, choosing to follow the desires of eyes, the lusts 

of the flesh, choosing to be wise in our own eyes rather than listen to Him 
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who is truth and wisdom.  We cut ourselves off from our Maker, our Lord, 

our God, our Father, and in so doing, we cut ourselves off from true life as we 

were meant to enjoy. 

Ever since that day mankind has been swimming in an ocean of darkness, a 

world cursed and filled with tragedy and misery, not knowing who we are, 

where we came from, or where we are supposed to go.  We are born only to 

die.  And we are born with an innate disdain for God, the very God who 

alone can save us. 

All of us, men, women, children, black, white, young or old, are fallen.  All of 

us are sinners.  All of us have fallen short of the glory of God.  All of us choose 

to go our own ways, to listen not to God but to the lies of the Devil that 

permeate our world and resonate with our sinful natures.  We would rather 

be God that submit to God.  And in that foolishness and darkness we 

stumble about in this world until the day that we die. 
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You look around the world and you see all of the suffering, all of the pain, all 

of the horrible things that people do to one another, and you wonder why 

things are this way.  Well, the Bible tells you why.  Because we cut ourselves 

off from God.  We do not love Him as we ought, we do not listen to Him and 

trust in Him.  We’ve forgotten our first love. 

And God is just.  He does and will give us precisely what we wanted and 

deserved.  He is holy, perfectly good and righteous, and He does not dwell in 

the midst of wickedness and evil.  On the contrary, His holiness and justice 

demands that He turn His face away from it, the result of which is death.  For 

only in the presence of God, only in the light of His face, only in union and 

communion with Him is there true life. 

Mankind brought the curse of God down upon their own heads.  We jumped 

from the cliffs of glory in an idolatrous quest to worship ourselves, and we fell 

to our everlasting deaths.  But God, who is not only holy and just but also 

loving and gracious, was not content to stand by and watch His children 

throw themselves into the horror of darkness and death. 
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Even as He was telling them what the curse would be for their hatred of 

Him, He also made a promise.  In verse 15, to the Serpent, the one under 

whose dominion mankind had now come, God said, “I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” 

In those words a promise was made.  Though death came into mankind 

because of their sin, there would come one, a seed of the woman, one of the 

offspring of Adam and Eve, who would drive a wedge between Satan and the 

woman and her offspring.  There would come one who would crush the 

Serpents head and deliver from his tyranny those who had been subjected to 

the fear of death. 

There would come one who would reconcile God and man, restore the image 

of God once against to the heights of glory and even higher than it had been 

in the beginning, one who would succeed where Adam and Eve failed, one 

who would resist temptation loving the Lord His God, His Father, with all 
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of His heart and mind and soul and might, one who would restore to man the 

inheritance that he, through sin, had forfeited. 

That One is Jesus Christ, the Son of man, the Son of God.  And next week 

we’ll listen to what the Scripture further says about Him and the redemption 

that is in Him.  In the meantime, I would have you search your own hearts 

and minds, understand the terrible depths of your own sin and its 

consequences in your own life, and even now turn to Him whom God has 

sent into the world to lift you up from where you have fallen. 

Amen
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